
of-wur, willi full steam power, to combine tin heaviest
armament and greatest possible s(>eed eouiputible with
lh<'lr tonnage. )

Mi. Ill also, from the same committee, to which were
efuUSMi fbe several memorial! of certain Ctth ere of the <

navy in retutlou to their pay, reported a lull to bicieune
the pay of the olticers of the nary. 1

[Tbln bill give* to the ofln era of ouch grade on the '

*' active list" the pay of 1835, the preaeat pay and in t

addition, to captain* nud cciiiiiinndeis one per cent, for
each full year of service in the navy to lieutenant*, i

masters, ,nd panned lOklnhipineu, two per cent for each t

full year of aervice ; to surgeon*, punned lunistant and an

sistaut surgeon*, pinners, and engineers, twcnty-1iv4 |iei
cent, on their nreeent puy to profea*or* of matiieniatic* i

name pay un professor* at the Milltmy Academy to t

boatswains, gunners, carpenter*, and sailinakerts, in Hen
of the two per cent under the net of J H."j4, Jive |ier cent,
for each full year of sea service.]

t
utcaonuTKim.

11
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Tcnnc.-scc,
Hvmlmi, Hut so much of iIib report uf llio S-creUrj ot the Into

rtor u relutes to Uio compensation of tlia Uoitcil Suites ilistrict attor
u«y«, marshals, and clerlt* of the court* b« referred to the Commit 5
loo on the Judiciary, awl that saul committee report by bill or olbcr
Wise

On motion by Mr. KLIDKLL, <
/fcsetcrsi, Thai the President be requested to communicate, if In hiopinionnot inconipatlblo with the public luten -t, any correspondence

with Ibe govorumeut of Peru or its agent* ou the subject of trade In
, h»uo, ami all tuforiuatlan which may tcml to explain tile manner in
which said trade it regulated, ami **bother euch regulatio n have not
the effect unduly to enhance the price of guano to the coOMimer, or to
deprive \va ls navigating uuder the tlug of the United States of tlic
fan and equal competition with those uf other naUoui, guarantied by
ilm tr>>al) with I'ern of the XDtli July, lb-VJ and If so, whether any
ami what leyialatleci u expedient to counteract tlm ellect of such regit
tattoos.

notice ur a Dili..

Mr. NKWAHD gave notice that bo would introduce a

bill to refund to the State of Now York moneys expend
ed by that State in constructing and repairing the hur
bor at Buffalo, on Hike Erie, at the western termination
of the Erie canal.

uujjs introduced.

The following bills were introduced and referred to np
propriute committees

By Mr. GW1N A bill concerning the transportation
of the mails between the Pacific and Atlantic coasts.

Also, a bill for the relief of Isaac 8. K. Ogier, judge of
the United States district court for the southern district
of California.

Also, a joint resolution authorizing the settlement of
the accounts of Roderick McKee.

By Mr. TOOT A joint resolution expiatory of an
act approved 3d March, 1855, entitled "

An (lct granting
bounty land to certain ofiicers ,,nd soldiers who have
been engaged in the miliary service of the United
States.

_
By Mr. EOS 1TJU < A joint resolution giving constructionto the net entitled " An act to continue half-pay to

certain widows and orphans," approved 3d February,
1858,

KKDUCTION 01' PUBLIC E.M'EKDITt'HES.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, submitted the following
resolution

ttwroftvid, Tbal w» much of t«bc President's aocond annual message
us relatos to a reduction of the expenditures of the government of
the United fciUto-j, which is in the following words, to wit, 4»I invite
( ongress to institute a rigid scrutiny to hnihtUIo whether the ex

in all the department# cannot he nil 1'urtUor reduced, and 1
irrowiau muni an iuo uiu n uiy power in pursuing wip mvc u«anon,
b« rel'orrod lo tho Committee* on Kiimiioo, and lliat .said coinmittcu are

hereby instructed, alter tirst (inferring with and obtaining all "Hid''
and inlorinatioii from the President aud heads of tlie departments a.- i

iadtoatod in the President's uuvMage, to report a bill reforming, a far
as possible, all abuses, it" any, in the application of the appropriations
mode by Congress for the aup|H>rt of the various departments, and
which will reduce the expenditures to an honest,' rigid, economical t\
administration of the government. r

Mr. J. earnestly advocated the adoption of this resolution,stating that the expenditures of the government c

had increased 2,800 per cent, above the population ; and e

if things should continue to go on at that ruto, we would
before long become bankrupt. I

Mr. HUNTER had no objection to the object which the 1

senator from Tennessee had in view, but he thought the
Committee on Finance bad not time to make such a radi- 5
cal change in tire expenditures of the government as this t

sweeping reform looked to. It would l>e better to call
on the various executive departments to point out where \

economy could bo applied, or devolve the duty upon a j
select committee.
A long discussion ensued, in which Messrs. FES8EN- r

DEN, BIQLETt, TOOMBS, SHIELDS, SEWARD, DA- t
VIS, COLI.AMER, MASON, STUART, and others par- r

ticipated.
Mr. STUART moved to amend by inserting after the I

word "possible," the words "the expenditures and J
which was agreed to.

Mr. HUNTER moved to amend by striking out the t
words "the Committee on Finance," and inserting, "n
select committee to cousist of seven members." With- n
out hiking the question oil this amendment the Senate e
went into executive session, and, after some *' ne spent
therein, adjourned. c

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The House came to order at 12 o'clock, m., in pur. '

suunee of adjournment. The journal of December 23d '
was read ami approved.
The attendance of members being thin, > '
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that there be a call 1

of the House ; which motion was agreed to.yeas 50,
nays 37. r

t The roll was accordingly called, when one hundred
and twenty-two members answered to their names.
A quorum having appeared,
On motion of Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, all further pro- "

! ceediugs under the call were dispensed with.
bxbcijtive communications.

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication
from the Secretary of the Interior, in response to a reso-
lution of the House calling for a statement of umounts 1

duo elaimauts under treaty with the Rogue River Indians;
which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs t
and Ordered to be printed. y

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the Interior.in rente to il resolution of Decemlter 23d relative to ii
the expense of Biking tlie seventh census of the United c

States; wiiich was referred to the Committee of Ways
and Means and ordered to l>c printed. >'

.~o, a communication from the Secretary of (tie Navy, a

transmitting a statement of contracts made under cognisanceof the Bureau of Yards .and Docks of the Navy
Department for the year 1858 ; which was laid on the ^
table ami ordered to la; printed.

Also, u communication from tlio Secretary of the Treos 11

ury, transmit ling statements, prepared by the Register of S
the Treasury, exhibiting the receipts and expenditures of
the United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, B
1858 ; which was laid on the table nnd ordered to he v

printed.
Also, n report from the Secretary of the Treasury, cov- c

cring statements of payments for the discharge of mis- r

cellaneous claims not otherwise provided for during the
year ending June 30, 1858 which was laid on the table
and ordered to be printed.

Also, a message from the President of the United p
States, transmitting a copy of a letter of the Kth of April a

last, from the Minister of the United States in China,
and of the decree and regulation which accompanied it, "

[ for such revision thereof as Congress may deem cxpedi- '

ent, pursuant to the sixth section of the act approved
August 11, 1818 ; which was referred to the Committee
ou the Judiciary and ordered to be printed.

MlftCKlLANEOOT BfSINRKH.

On motion of Mr. BICRNHISKL, of Utah, the following
resolution was adopted:

Re$olvrd, That the Committee on Territories he in-irnrtet! to Inquire '
Into the rxjietlloiiry of proThliug for the oomplotlon of the territorial t
capital of L'tsh ami that suht committee report hy hill or otherwise. y

Mr. JOHN COCHRANK, of New York, presented tlie s

memorial of tlie canal board and <>f the canal oommis-
tooneri* OI me DWICl OI new iimin wmiijj iui w,.|in/|.in»
tiont foi lake harbor* connected with the ennui* of New h

York which was referred to the Committee on Commerce.
On motion of Mr. KAULKNKK, of Virginia, the fjl

lowing resolution wbk adopted
Kt*clv**i, That Uif communication of John B loyd eci <m 5

War, and at 'oil,t iitvinu paper-, inviting the rttfrnf on <»l .>ngn's.< i<»

i Um cluim of the Molhodtat Mwuionnrj hoch'tj foi hind lie Id bj tliem
at th© Ballon, In Washington Territory mid which land ha* Ihvmi t/ik-n
for military purpoxes, referred to tho Committee o:« Military Affair*,for notch relief <»« may be deemed Juat ami proper.

Mr. DAV18, of Mmwiu'huaettfl, on leave, introduced a

bill for the benefit of the beneficiaries of the naval asj
liuriK ; which wan read twice and referred to the Com
mitten <»n Naval Affairs.
On motion ot Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio ° o following

rogolution >viih adopted
/fcsohv*/, That the Secretary of the Navy t* request# 1 to report to

the Hourt© aa noon iw practicable
The number othrerw "I each grndo in the navy and marine

11>-: designating til- ncmlicr mi th tiv ..nil -I lit mi

doty, on ahor© or other duly, and waiting order*.
J. The number of "enmen. marine*, md other employees under

charge of the Navy J)c|mrtment
i'iio number of ©I* th< nnv\ igimtini lie tin

( r.'i" -if euoh elm**.
Mr. LETCHER, of Virginia, offered tho following rean-

lotion
That the Secretary of the Interior ba rtqu©ated to com I

uu1 i< uI' (ii till- Ha'h,-c a wtuii iiimjt ahovuug ItM)f Ot»
ruiUNl Matt*. 8u|ir«im) Court m cuui|wr«liv(i detail, f01 l)u> viwri
i» >1, l«i&, lMfl, >857, and J«(>rt P'

Mr JOVEli.of Ttnnwwo, winhrd the (tntteiMn to In- in
In.I. i I'ttll uj» >11 (hut d< |«rtui<>L>t for information ua to p,he authority U[xm which the .tgr ultural convention Q|
:iow holding meeting* in tin- Patent Office, ha>i assembled ^,mtl were to he |>aiil out of the treasury of the United
tittles. ||
Mr. LETCH Ell would like to oblige hie friend, hut did

lot think that kin propoaitiou had any connexion with
he resolution
The resolution ww agreed to. w
Mr. WINSLOW, of North Carolina, asked leave to nub- ""

uit a report front the select committee on the ravisai of ,n

he rule*, aud that u day be assigned for it* rum<idrration.
After a brief discussion,
Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania, objected on the ground

hat there waa so littie time left for the consideration of
bat subject that the next Congress bud better be left to
intend their own rules.

KMPORTS 1 HUM COMMITTKKS.

In further execution of the order of Thursday, the
!3d of December lost, the committees were called for re- 'c
torts, with the following result
Mr. MAVNARD, of Tetinuo*ec, from the Coimnittee on ®

'I. vl..I.Ill I'..- »i... ..!!- Ulll..
iciici ui juiiib

ludson, surety on the official bond of the late Purser An
Irew 1). Crosby and it was committed.
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, from tlie same committee,

sported back a bill for the relief of William Hazzard
iVigg and it was committed. '

Also, fioui tlie same committee, reported back a bill for
lie relief of Captain John 11. Montgomery and it was '
ommitted. 111

Also, from the same committee, rejiortcd back the ^
ill for the relief of George W. Flood and it was comnitted. ft
Mr. GOODWIN, of New York, from the same com- 'f

nittee, reported back the bill for the relief of Samuel H. "
['aylor ; and it was committed. r(

Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, from the sa n\e commute* di
eported back the bill for the relief of Wilt, Money and 81

t was committed. F
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, pj New York, from the game Ql

ommittec, reported back Kcnute hill for the relief of
feremifth Moors and it was committed. *"

Also, from tlie same committee, Senate bill for the re- '1
ief of Bench I'Pgnnian and it was committed. Vl

Mr. CO"d£N8, of Massachusetts, from the Committee t(

uOUmim1, reported a bill making appropriations for n'

he survey of the harbor of Boston, Massachusetts ; and 11

t was committed. 1"
Mr. WASHBCKNE, of Illinois, from the same commit- "

;ce, reported hack Senate bill makiDg appropriations for I"
die preservation and repair of the piers at the mouth of ll'
Milwaukie river, Wisconsin and it was committed. w

Also, from the same committee, reported back Senate
ill making appropriations for repairing and sec iring tlio et

corks at the harbor of Chicago, III. and it was com- "
nitted. re

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee on Pub- £'
ie Lands, reported back Senate bill to authorize the Sec- u

etary of the Interior to issue a land warrant to ltussell 111

fitch, of Ohio ; and it was committed. 'Cl

Also, from the same committee, reported back the bill
or the relief of David Moors, father and heir-at-law of '*

timothy Moors, deceased anil it was committed. 11

Also, from the same committee, Senate bill to author- t(J

zc the Secretary of the Interior to issue a land warrant 111

o Benjamin Warrl and it was committed. l'
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the same committee, re- cc

orted a bill for the relief of William Pack wood and it 111

vas committed. cu

Mr. COX, of Ohio, from the Committee on Revolution- w

iry Claims, reported back the bill for the relief of MayettVan Buskirk ; and it was committed. cl

Mr. GREENWOOD, of Arkansas, from the Committee cl

in Indian Affairs, reported hack Senate bill for tlio relief nl

if Willis A. Gorman and it was committed. "

Also, from flie same committee, reported hack Senate
ill for the relief of George Stealy; and it was com C1

nitted.
Mr. FAULKNER, of Virginia, from the Committee on

ililitary Affairs, reported Kick Senate hill to provide for ct

he payment of the claims of the State of Maine for ex ,n

lenses incurred by that State in organizing a regiment of 111

olunteers for the Mexican war; and it was com- 111

nitted. IU

Also, from the same committee, reported back Senate 18

( solution for the payment of an expended balance to v

he State of Georgia for militia services and it was com- 08

uittcd. re

Also, from the same committee, reported bark Senate al

>ill for the relief of the heirs or legal representative* of
eon Hudry ; and it was committed. ro

Also, from the same committee, Senate bill further exdanatoryof an act approved August 18, 1856, entitled 81

'An act for the relief of Adam D. Stewart and of Alex- rtj

nder Randall, executor of Daniel Randall;" and it was
ommitted.
Mr. BUFFINTON, of Massachusetts, from the same m

oinmittce, reported back the bill for the relief of the ''

inn of Alden & Williams and it was committed.
Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, from the Committee on

'laims, reported back Scnutc bill for the relief of Aaron "J

I. l'almer ; and it was committed. 1

Also, from the same committee, reported back Senate
>ill for the relief of Jane J. Wingerd ; and it was com- 111

nitted. "I
Also, from the same committee, Senate bill for the

elief of Miles Devine ; and it was committed.
Also, from the same committee, reported back Senate ut

>ill for the relief of the hcirs-at-law of the lute 8'
Uiigail Nason, sister and devisee ol John ls>rd, deceased P'
ml it was committed. I"
Mr. JEWETT, of Kentucky, from the Committee on

nvnlid Pensions, reported a bill granting an invnlid penionto Joseph McKeyuolds and it was committed. e<i
Also, from the same committee, reported a bill grant- 111

ng an invalid pension to Andulotia l'ier ; and it was V£

ouimitted. f'1
Mr. ANDERSON. of Missouri, from the same commitee,reported a bill granting a pension to Sarah Blackveil; and it was committed.
Also, from the same committee, reported a bill grant- ^

ng an invalid pension to Michael Hanson and it. was

ommitted.
Also, from the same committee, reported a bill grantngan invalid pension to Aiisclmn Claikson, of Missouri

nd it wan committed.
Also, from the samo committee, reported a liill in- at

loosing the invalid pension of \Vm. 'P. Broaddus, of
'irginia ; and it was committed. ./

nitlce, reported tlie bill granting a pension to Mary J. ./
laddox ; and it w»h committed. p,
Also, from tho bjiiiio committee, reported the bill (r

ranting an invalid pension to Henry ! '. Bowers; and it
ins committed. ti
Also, from tho samo committee, reported the trill inreasingthe invalid pension of John O'Leary and it win g,

ornmitted. p
Also, from the same committee, reported a bill grant- ;\I

ag a pension to Gregory P.itti ; and it was oommilted. g,
Mr. CASE, of Indiana, from the same committee, re.

Kirted back Senate bill for fye relief of Elrcneser Richer
nd it was committed. St
Mr. URAYTON, of Rhode Island, from the Committee u

ii Patents, reported back Senate bill for the relief of M. m
Uritzner ; and it was committed. fn
A large number of adverse reports were also made., tho w

oniniitU'cs discharged from the further consideration ol
lie subjects, and the bills laid on the table and ordered M
o 1m- printed. (

run INDIAN AmiOPllIATION BILL.

On motion of Mr. 1'HELPS, of Missouri, the House g,
hen went into Committee of the Whole on tho state of \j
ho Union, (Mr. Bocock, of Virginin, in the chnir,! and
esuiiied the consideration of the President's annual mcsagethe question being on the resolution referring por-
ions of it to the ditb rent committees.
On iiiotion ol Mr. PHELPS, the message was laid asido,

nd the House took up the bill making appropriations
or tbe current and contingent expenses of the Indian
lepartmcnt, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with
arious Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 18(50.
I'he first reading of the bill wan dispensed with, and then ..j
t was reported by sections for amendment.
Mr. PHELPS explained that the estimate* submitted

>y the Secretary of the Interior, which embraced approbationsfor the salaries ot sunevinU relents. Indian
mmtH, for fulfilling treaty ntipulalinns with various In- p|
linn trilxia, and for the contingent expenses of the do- 2,
mrimcnt, amounted t« $1,8lit>,419. The committee »

commended the appropriation of $l,«.>5,919, which w,

vhk n necessary reduction. The Nxroiary had also ,c

irgely reduced the estimates of the Commissioner of (lf
ndian Affairs. W:

Mr. IrOVRJOY, of Illinois, moved to strike out the np- |,|
iroprinfiotie for the incidental exponent of the Indian her

rice, for making presents of goods and agricultural iin p,
demerit*, for the location of the Indian* on rencrvation*, 11
or the *alarie« of the superintendents and Indian agent*, B(.

kc., in Texas, and the Territories of New Mexico, Ore- p
ton, and Washington, which (he said) covered about one- w

11 fh of the aiH'iunt appropriated hy the hill, and for |»
ivhich there were no treaty stipulations. ! at

After a brief dobate, and (lending the vote on this *<

intendment, | «

Hi bTKVK.NS, of V\ mhiitgtoii, move<l to amend the
jrtion |>io|h<mxI to t>« ittrlokon out 10 uh to appropriate10,000 for the ixpettaeo of bringing to the city of Wath
igtou, untl utloiding tin in an opportunity of viMting the
rim ipal citiee o«et of the Kooky mountain!!, delegation^Indian* of the different trihe* iu the TVrtitorte* of Ore
>ii and Washington
After further (Iclmtie, ami pending the question on the

dter amendment, the Houac adjourned.
mmoKJAI AMD miTIOM.

Ity Mr KLOREM'K. The memorial of Mir Phot* \uu shock lay.jifoa of Nclieffiuili Shock ky, praJricg toDgraas to grant ho# a pan
m for avrvkei-H of hi r bitahauil lu tha hiorttla war rclorrail to Com
itee on In a hit Prnrtunn.
fly Mr. of Illinois. The petition of OUbMTtCooper, of MaiIi
It county III praying an tncrcaee of his |ienaiou.

_______________

CALIFORNIA MAIL CONTRACTS.

HKMAItKH OK MK GWIN IN THE SENATE,

Mr. Phkudint I ask tho indulgence of the (Senate
'i a few moment* to explain the provision* of this hill
.'lore I move it- reference to the Committee on the Post
dice and Poet Hoods
The contracts for currying tho mails to the l'a<.:lfic coast
ipire oh the 1st of October next. I propose in this bill
make provision for tho transportation of the mails to

le States on the Pacific, on four different ocean routes
> wit: Panama, Nicaragua, Tchuuntepoc, and Vera
rua.
The first and second sections of th« hill authorize the
ostinaster General to contract for carrying tile mulls
tonthly, in twenty.fon> upil twenty t>v'd days, frottl New
ork to Sin Ktanoidbo, and theme to Astoria, Tho third
id fottrUi sections give the some ofiicer authority to con
act for carrying the mails monthly from New Orleans,
y the Way of Tehuantepec and Vera Cruz, to connect at
rut point willi the other two lines. The time by these
"iteu, from New Orleans to San Francisco, is to be 17
iys, Koch contract is to be given to the lowest respon
ble bidder those by Panama and Nicaragua not to exceed
250,000 each, and those liy Tehuantepec and Vera Cruz
ot to exceed $143,000 each. Until recently we have
ad but one of these routes opened, and tho mails carried
a it seiui-inoilthly at an annual cost of about $750,000
i the lust two or three months the mails have been con

yed semi-monthly from New Orleans, via Tehuantepec,
i Acepuleo at a cost of $280,000 making the amount
>w p.iid annually on the two routes upwards of a mil
on of dollar.. By the provisions of this bill it is proiseilto carry these mails monttily over each of the four
uitos at about the same rates that we huvo heretofore
lid for semi-monthly service ou ono route, and for a

lartcr of a million dollars less than is now paid on two
lutes.
This is the maximum rate which the Postmaster Genalis authorized to pay for this service, and he may get.
done for leas, Col' each route is to he let to tho lowest
sponsible bidder. There is no doubt he will be able to
;t the service performed at those rates. fSix years ago
sponsible i sir tics proposed to carry tho mails semioutlilyfrom New York to San Francisco, via Nicaragua,
ir $250,000 per annum, the limit given to the Post
mster General in this bill to pay for monthly service
ight years ago Congress authorized the monthly service
om Panama to Astoria to he changed to seuiimonthly,
correspond with tire service on this side of the isthus,provided it could lie done at one-fourth less than

io then contract price, and the contractors promptly ac

ptudthose terms. The government now pays the Pann;irailroad (less than fifty miles in length) $100,000 for
irrying our mails semimonthly. One tenth of that sum
ould lie ample compensation for monthly service.
I assume that if Congress directs the Posttoaster Genalto make these contracts no interference in the exeitionof the law in crossing the isthmus at the points
lined will lie tolerated by this government. By treaties
o have the light, and by policy are committed, to keep
iesc routes ojien, and will Ire disgraced in the eves of all
vilinwl mvt.innx if ,vn ,nit ilm we,. I. und dixt .11, tnd

ivernmenta that claim jurisdiction over either of them to
sturb the transit of our mails. As to the mail to lie
uiveyed via Vera Cruz there can be no difficulty
making au arrangement with Mexico for its secure

id uninterrupted transit. \V'e are compelled to have n

ail by ocean steamera from New Orleans to Vera Cruz,
id the only udditionul service contemplated by this bill
to connect that mnil with the Pacific overland from
era Cruz, via the city of Mexico, at Acapulco. Hut if We
,nnot make such an arrangement with Mexico, the.bill
quires the brails to be carried semi-monthly, via Tehurtepec,at the same compensation as is now allowed.
The contracts arc to bo made for live years on each
mte. I believe at the expiration of that time the transit

tire overland mail routes will he so perfected, with
ich progress as I hope will he made in the Pacific railiud,and we will certainly then huve various telegraph
ues, that we will need no ocean lines to carry our mails
the Pacific coast. These routes will always continue
commercial lines, and will lie used to carry the mails

mil the United States to the countries they traverse
it they will not lie needed to transport mails to the
icifie States of the Union. 1 propose to use them now

erely as auxiliaries to the great overland transit, which
lonld be aided by the whole power of the government.
Iiey are also important emigrant routes, and will thus
crease the population of the Pacific States, and break
a the monopoly of one route that has foryears been such
(t cause of complaint.
The consolidating the passengers from Acapulco north
id San Francisco soutli to that point would not endnn;rtheir health. Nearly the whole distance is cool and
easant. The danger on all the routes is south of Acalico,and through this region this bill wisely distributes
lem between four lines of steamers, instead of confining
iciu to two and those to New Orleans do not enter these
|tutorial regions, so deleterious to health, and where
ost of the fatal diseases among passengers huve predict!on the transit over the isthmus routes to and from
tlifornia.
1 move that this bill referred to the Committee on the
ist Office arid Post ltoiuls, and that it lie printed.

UPREME COURT OF THE UNITED
STATES.

Tt'ebday, Jxnuaut 4, 1859.
Win. 11. Hull, esq of Georgia, was admitted an

torney and counsellor of this court.
No. it. The propeller Niagara, Ac., Ansel It. Cobb rt
., claimants and appellants, to. Joseph 11. Hordes and
rNO. I lie propuiii'i uiH^artt, olu., auwn iv. v-uuw r

,, claim:ints and ji|>j»olhintn, v». Lester Sexton el at. Ap
alsfrom (lie district court United States for the disirtof Wis'-onsin. Mr. J entice Clifford delivered the

dnion of tin; court, affirming the decree of the said dixiecourt in these causes with costs and interest.
No. 22. Thomas l<eggett, jr., rt <?/., appellants, r*.

njaniin G. Humphreys. Appeal from the circuit court
iiited States for the southern district of Mississippi,
r. Justice Daniel delivered the opinion of the court, afmini;tin- decree of the said circuit court in this
use with costs.
No. 105. Edward M. Livcrtnore H at., appellants, r».

ephon Waterman rt al. Appeal from the circuit eomt
nited Stiitos for the southern district of New York,
r. Justice Wayno delivered the opinion of the court, afniingthe decree of the said circuit court in this cause

ith costs.
No. 34. lleuhen Middloton, plaintiff in error, r*. Win
cOrew. This cause was submitted to the consideramof the court on the record and printed argument by
r. llal linger for the defendant in error.

No. 35. The United States, appellants, rt. John A.
ittor. The argument of this cause was commenced by
r. Hull for the appellants.
Adjourned until to morrow, 11 o'clock.

COtiRT OF CLAIMS.

January I, 18511.
Koboit Graham vt. Tito UnitedStates. This ease Iwing
lied for re-argument, Itobt. St Clulr Graham, esq., of
ansa*, opened the argument for tlx- petitioner, anil,
ithout com hiding, the court adjourned until to morrow,
o'clock, m

Strakok Dr.ATH Shot 'Hie Pari* correspondent of the
liladelphla North American, in his letter of Duccmlicr
note* the allocking fate of the gallant (len. Aidant,
ho, after commanding the artillery through the Crimean
nr, has iust met his death by a aingular accident at Vin
nncs In company with Marshal V'aillant, the Minister
War, and a large nuuitier of general oltiecis, he wn«

etching tlx' effects of the expiration of Ik>hiI>s from a

lin k honxe erected for that purpose. A very smell
letting of lens than an ineh wide wax left for the pur
ixe, of ohxervation, ami the officer* took their placcx at
li* alternately. Scarcely had Gen. Aidant placed him
If before it when a lainih exploded, and a fragment,
ixxing through the aperture, struck him on the forehead
ith such force ax literally to scatter his hrains on hi*
rothor ottieer* around. Thus died, in the midst of friend*
iri peace, by an almost inconceivable hasard, a gallant
tidier, who had imsxed unscathed through a hundred
luilmt*.''

WASHINGTON CITY.
WKPNEKDAY, JANUARY 6, 1861).

Business Notice.

An the hnatneni of the Union ent&blisUmantjn vigw of the propoaad
ob&uge In It* torno*, will bo onuchmtad «irioily on u, cash bucle,^lJ
ftgrtnen for th|» oolUiiiiwi of nubHcrli^WHiB for the Union are dlacon*
tinuod. No pavinei^u nbould he made to Axilla after thin date,
oept to Mr vv C. iJpacoiuh ir whd It- authorized to make ooilectiona
!u iHiiaware, Maryifuid. mid Virginia.
W AtiniNtiTuN, llaroh 28, 1868.- 4f.
The foregoing notice in no® Intended toinolnde any agents or collectorsth it we now employ or have heretofore employed in tbia city but

th »d oul) who have performed auch service li Hber parte of the
country. Ip 19.tf

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD SENATE BILUS
Various project* are now pending before tlip Benateproposing to muke provision for the construe

tion of a railroad from the Mississippi valley to the
Pacific. We shall embrace an early occasion to lay
the severul provisions of those various measures heforethe public. We propose to condense for our

readers the leading features of this mammoth measure,and to epitomize the arguments by which it
is supported. At present we shall confine our

exposition to tho schenle which 1ms been subbiittedto tbe Senate by the special committee raised

by that body on the subject, of which Mr. (iwin, of

California, is chairman.
The title of this bill is "To authorize the President

of the United States to contract for the transportationof tho mails, troops, seamen, munitions of

war, army and navy supplies, and all other governmentservice, by railroad from the Missouri river to

San Francisco, in tho State of California." It is
contended that Congress possesses the constitutionalpower to make contracts for the transportation
of the above enumerated objects of the railroad.
To enable the contractor to prepare a road over

which to perform this transportation, it is proposed
that Congress simil make certain advances. Tho first
is a bonus of twenty sections of land to tho mile
0:1 the road. Incase the land is sold, then, an equal
quantity within forty miles of the road. Tho mineral
lands of California are also excepted from selection,
and an equivalent gi/en elsewhere.
Tho road is to be divided into sections of twentyfive

miles, and no laud is to bo conveyed until ono

section is completed, when three fourths of the laud

pertaining to that section is to bo conveyed, and the
oilier fourth reserved by the government as security
for the completion of the remainder.

1. Ah soon as one section of 25 miles is completed,
th ; President is required to issue bonds of the UnitedStates, bearing interest at the rate of 5 cent., to

the amount of twelve thousand five hundred dollars
per mile ; but the amount so issued shall not exceed
twenty-five millions of dollars. Therefore, before
the contractors get any land or money, they must
construct and put in operation 25 miles of the road
and anoiher 25 miles before they receive any more,
and so on with each section of the road. In additionto which, they are required to deposit as security-9500,000 in Uuited States stocks, which can

be withdrawn pro rata as the road progresses. Heforethe contractor can get either land or money he
must spend over a million of dollars in making a

section of the road 25 miles long, and so with each
section before payment. Tims there is no probabilityof loss on the part of tho government.

2. Tho money thus advanced by the bunds of the

government, and interest is to be refunded to the

government in transportation, at tlio ordinary rates,
and mail service not exceeding tlio rate of 9500
per mile. Thus, as to the money it is to be a loan. And
as to the lands the government is to bo reimbursed
by the increased value and settlement of its remainingpublic lands in the vicinity of the road. It is

claimed that this is not a donation of either land or

money, because the money is all to bo refunded ;

and, as to the land, it is only such a disposition us

any wise proprietor would make of a part to render
what was retained four-fold more valuable than the
whole without the road.

3. The lcttiugs are to ho advertised, and the contractsgiven to the lowest bidder by the President.
1. The road is to he completed in ten years.
f>. After the expiration of the contract, "said transportation.postal,military, naval, and for every

other government purpose -shall bo performed on

slid road, umlor the direction of the proper departments,for reasonable prices, not. exceeding those

paid on other tirst-class railroads, to bo ascertained
by Congress, in the event of a disagreement, between
the government and the contractors or owners of

said road."
G. The bill contemplates that, after a certain perio

1. the road shall ho surrendered to the States
through which it passes.

7. In case the contractor fails to comply or violateshis contract, then he forfeits all he has done,
and his deposits, and the President has a l ight to relot

the work.
8. The contractors are required to soil one halt

the lands they receive within five years from the
(late of their patents, and all remaining unsold at the

ond «f ten years is forfeited to the United States.
This provision in designed to effectually prevent any
land monopoly.

0. Two hundred feet are set apart along the road
f >r a highway and telegraph.
These nrc the main features of the liill. There are

many regulations in detail securing tho rights of the

government and public. It has been prepared by
the committee with much labor and earo.

lo. The contractors within the points named have
the power to locate the road. It was supposed that

capital would seek the best location, as the public
interests and that of the contractors must be necessarilyto adopt the most remunerative route. It is

one of those cases whore tho interest of the public
and the interests of the capitalists arc identical, and
in thoso cases it is always safest to trust to capital
for a wise and sound course of policy.
On any of tho routes proposed or likely to be

adopted tlio advances of the government in bonds
and interest, allowing ten years for the construction
of the railroads, would not exceed three millions of
dollars per annum. U is contended that that amount

can bo spared from the treasury without giving tho

slightest inconvenience to the treasury, or in any

way adding perceptibly to the taxation of tho

country. Those bonds have nineteen years to run,
and before they fall due it is claimed that it will

he refunded in transportation, and a vast amount

saved to the government in the reduced rates of

mail set vice and other government transportation.
80 that, in fact, the road is a measure of economy,
and will decrease the rate of taxation and the burdensof the people.

11. It is argued with great confidence and force

.

that the roud would pay; that it will pay in sec- I
lions, before it is finished through to the Pacific. It '

will pilau over e region where there is everi uow a (

large thivel. The overland mail t»;ii lun cannot even li
now accommodate one-liiindredth part of it on any

"
oof the routes. On all of the routes proposed for n

the railroad, there is a large iuterirlediate coilntry lit "

for aettlenieut, and which will yield a heaVy product
fob export. AM there is no navigation, All this
would come ou the railroad. It is known that many
portions of this country abounds in minerals, winch .

would lie transported ou llie road. il
All the treasure from the Pacific would be trans- |

ported on the toad to avoid insurance ami per.Is of p
tile sea. The operations of the roads lu Mississippi, {_,
And along tile (jliio, and in the West generally, show j,
that they are much better adapted to the transpor- t,
tation of hoavy freight than wa» formerly believed, f,
They are actually superceding river navigation in {
the transportation of all freights. | p

u uiuio wuiu a laiuuau iv inn ruuinu, n wuuiu ^

carry nearly all the merchandise that now goes round f
the Horn. The reason in obvious. It would reunite p
much less capital to do business, as the merchant j
could order and receive his supplies in ten dais by ,,

railroad, it would, therefore, not be required to n

keep such lieavy stocks as at present. Now he is com n

pulled to pay interest on a sis-months voyage, which (
the railroad would obviate. I ^

It is also claimed tliat the silks and teas of China j
would go on the railroad to avoid damages in the ,j
tropics and the delays of a long voyage. To avoid j
the same delay and loss of capital, a large portion of
the sperm oil that is now carried by sea would ®

be transported on tlio road. All the products of
the vine, now becoming large in California and
New Mexico, would bo transported on tho road. I
The magnificent grapes, oranges, limes, tigs, and t

olives of Los Angeles would be marketed in New l
York and the intermediate cities. Tito agricultural o

products of the far West would bo poured into tho t

lap of the East. The house-wife in the Atlantic t

eitios would see every morning upon her table beef £
and mutton from the great grama plains of the Kio v

Grande. r

It is urged that an overland railroad would controland throw into new channels tlio trade of the

East, which no nation lias ever possessed without
making rapid progress in commerce and wealth.
Tho tropics arc unfriendly to the transportation of ^

the products of China. No isthmus route can ever t

compete witli a railroad from 8au Francisco or Puget \

Bound to the Atlantic. Buch a road is destined to

control this trade. If it is not speedily commenced j

by our government on the soil of the United States, "

it will be constructed on English ground by the j
British government. With such a road, and her c

present foot-bold in the East, she Would drive our H
' i

ships from tlio Chinese ports and monopolize tlio .

trade. And while slio would have a railroad to s

threaten and control our possessions on the Pacific,
we should have no udequate means of succor or de- n

fence. This subject wiil not brook further delay, in ^
view of the urgent and mighty national interests v

which hang on the Pacific railroad. s
' c

THE SLAVE TRADE AT THE SOUTH. *

The Montgomery Advertiser, a paper known an "

the organ of the "Southern League," and of all the J
restless .spirits in the southern section of the Union v

who oppose, everywhere, the existing order ol
'

things;.who would overthrow the Union, make war t

upon Uuha under the tillihustcr Hag, and plant '

"young American'' institutions in all Mexico and
Central America -whose principle of warfare is hos- n

tilitv to the integrity of their own government and 11

c
the ruling authorities in all other nations- the

Montgomery Advertiser, we say, cannot r,auction 11

the importation of savage, canuihal, and bestial |
Africans into tho bosom of southern society. We p

cony from tho Advertiser :
l

We learn from private sources that subpoenas have been
servoil upon several planters in Georgia sux|xt'ted of hav- ^
ing purchased portions of the recently landed cargo of tho
yacht Wanderer. These gentlemen are to appeal at Sa-
vanuah as witnesses on the trial of the crew of the sla-
ver. We hope that IheatVair will he rigidly investigated,
and that all those who may prove to l>e directly engaged
in the landing of the Africans may meet with the punish
incut du« to their infraction of the law. We candidly
confess that when the revival of the African slave trade
was lirst agitated, wo were indisposed to condemn the
measure with the severity to which we now believe tho
scheme to lie justly entitled. Smarting under a sense of
northern Injustice, and viewing with mournful feelings
the unequal struggle between a handful of southern he- i,

roes and the hordes of northern marauders upon the ,
plains of Kansas, we were at first disposed to give a favor-
able consideration to any scheme that promised a relief
from the numerical inferiority under which we labor in
contending with the free-soil hosts. Since then, a mature
and careful consideration of the subject lias convinced us

that the revival of the African slave trade would be a

death-blow to the vital interests of the South. We oppose'
it upon grounds of humanity as well as policy. Not the
humanity that causes the hypocritical tears of the Hvecli-
ers and .Simmers oftheNoitli; not the humanity that
causes the tender hearts of very many of our southerncitizens to consider slavery a temporary and no- v

cessarv evil but unon motives of hmnanitv that we

derive from a careful consideration of the very foun- j
dation of tire proponed traffic; from u knowledge of j
tiro moans tirut must necessarily In; employed in ob-

brining the negroes that are to bo dc|*orlcd to onr j(
shores. There mo few of our readers that have not n
luid occasion to view with a pitying eye tlio inevitable
separation of the slave mother and son. nay, even the (J

husband and wife. Happily, such events are of rare c- (j
r urrence, but are still occasionally to be bewailed. It is ()

one of tiro glories and the blessings of our system of labor
that these sundering* of the bonds of natural irltcctiorr are l

less frequent in the South than perhaps in any other por- r

lion of the glolse l-'or into slave family that is thus w

rudely dismembered, hundreds of the poorer elasseg of (l
the North are forced by bitter necessities to separate and ()

go forth singly tox'omluit the demon of hunger and nakedness.family separation is a grievous thing, even

when restrained by the kindest and wisest laws that ever

protected the laborer. Ibit w hat would our readeis think
of the destruction of a whole town bv its nelgblsws in or- v,

-i- > What would

they think of the alliance of three counties of nur State ^

for the purpose .f warring upon and completing u fourth ai

county for tho sake of gain And yet ii is l»v bloodshed <s

and lire ami rapine that the slave ships of Africa arc to In> j,
tilled. Tire aborigine* of the(iuinen coast arc not a ( lass
(ivilimd and already in servitude. Tliey are not aware of
the blessings coiilcired upon their unfortunate race when
marie slaves of a superior order of is-nigs. They rue aware

that the white sailors on the const will pay a large snni

for every sound African, and so each chief is at all times "

ready to march upon his neighbor, to burn, and destroy,
to encounter tire desperate resistance of the infu
riatcd brutal fellorv negro, to kill hundreds in the endeavorto capture a dozen, and ail for the purpose of fur-
dishing a cargo for the slave ship. That it would bo "

la'ltei if every Africiiu had a southern master vvr all ad '*

mit better for liim in tins world and the next. Hut that
it is justifiable to encourage Uie murder of one hundred P
Africans in the endeavor to bring a dozen of lliem under n

a master's care is an absurd and inhuman idea The a<l- "

vocates ot t lie slave trade contend that, to bring a cargo 11

of Africans from Congo is precisely the same as to bring "

the same number from Virginia; ami yet in bringing
negroes from Virginia wo Irnnsl. r them from the bands
of one kind master to those of another, while in (lie ''

other case we encourage the destruction of throe human "

being* for the gain of tiro services of one Oae is rational,wise, humane, and legal irarter the other is taut ii
dur. a

Wc are not willing to encourage bloodshed, even among h

>iiiticli m\<mi-ti, for the aggrandizement of* few nhi|iwiifcil. We ate iiul 'tillinu that those (uellh «,

« have enumerated nfnpild lie tarried, oh in tlte nahij?if the South, uiul for the ot-teiit-ilee heiielit pf southerniti-ivi-t In the nuuuu of southern i lv ili^itioii ami etiightcuineiit,we jii«>t. at ,,/tinst lie slave trade ami its
uocomitant horrors In the a.on of a iiouiishii f,
ros|ierous, ami all |s>weiful southern eoiriaderao} ot
hit us, we denounce a scheme that is fraught with every
tisuhief that can degrade and wcalyjn a nation

THK (1KKAT PKN810S BILL
Wo are not more surprised than gratified to wit- \

esH the strong reprobation which the country is vis
ling upon the bill which has recently passed the
louse and is now before the Senate, for pensioning
lie legions of soldiefs whorte mimes adorn tlio mus

lolls nf the war of IHl'J vi hinK iniirht he detlom
intcd a bill lor giviug a little of the ptiblic money
j everybody who will take the trouble to apply £
>r it, and for establishing a perpetual High Tariff,
he public reprobation of the project is general and
itdignnnt, and it is so in quarters where we did not

xpect to witness so decided a di uionstiatiou of
L'eliug against a measure which everybody here be
icvcd was to take by storm the popular affections,
'he sums proposed to be annually abstracted by this
leasure from the public treasury are variously estilatcdat from three to thirty millions, all of which
uust of course ho derived from au increase of the
uift. It is no other than a measure for taxing all
he people for the purpose of giving some of them
tensions from the public purse. It rivals in wis
loin and economy the policy of robbing Pelor to
iay l'aul.

IPEBCHES OK KENAT< lit* Hit H, WARP, ANI) .

UW1N. <
Wo published yesterday Hie brief but lucid and

lertinent speech of Mr. Rice, recently delivered in
lie Senato, on the subject of a Pacific railroad. Wo
luhlish to-day the recent speech of Henitor Ward, I
if Texas, on the same subject, which is equally inerestingin its facts and views. Wo also publish
lie reiuaTk of Dr. (iwin, made yesterday in tho
ienate, on the occasion of introducing a bill proddingfor the mail trausportalinn by the southern
Olites to California.

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.

Nmv York, .Tun 2, 1859.
The vacancy in the representation in Congress of the

ourtli congressional district of this city can<jd by the
csignation of Hon. .lohn Kelly, elected lust November
0 the office of sheriff of the county nud ity ol New York,
rill be tilled at the special election ordered by the govirudr011 Wednesday next. Jt is probable that Mr.
I'hoinaH Barr, representative elect of tho distiict in the
IGtli Congress, will have a walk over, not because there
ire not a number of popular democrats in tho distiict
vho are ambition., of the honor of a scat in the nutional
egislnture, even though it be but for six weeks, but betause the expense of a contest for the utlaiumeut of so

hort-lived a distinction is a little too much for'their
icrves. I hear that Mr. Han hue recently recanted his
'people's party" errors, anil has made a formal profesionof fuitli in Tarnmnnv, and of fidelity to tbe sachems.
Although the "regulars" and anti-Tumuianyites geurallymet at I(i.'l Bowery on Thursday night, and passed
number of fierce resolutions refusing to participate

u the election of members of the general committee of
rnmmauy, and vowing untlincbing hostility to the old
rigwaiu, it must not Ik. considered that the proposed fuionof the two divisions of the democratic party in this
;it.y lias proved a failure. The number of tho recusants
van small, and quite out of proportion to the loudness
inn linger 01 mcir nun. rue nonest. arm wcu-inien- <

ioned members of the " regulara" accept the olive
(much offered by the general committee. In every uuril
vliere the late vote for comptroller showed Unit the
' regulars" were in n majority, the an ti-Tammany' jmrty
lad the right to appoint their own inspectors, and have
heir own way completely, free from all opposition or in
erfercnce from tlie Tammany party. Short of an abdiation of power by the majority of the democratic party,
hey iiad no right to rxjiect any further concession, and
II those who really desire a union of the party, and have
10 need to cultivate a democratic scliisni for (lie promotion
if selli-li interests, will concur with Tammany midneeptthe fusion. The l'resiilent's endorsement of Tatuuanyas the only orthodox democratic organization, and
lie determination of the tedcml officers not to allow
heir subordinates to recognise any other organization,
Live had a most salutary influence in lessening the nam
per of malcontents, and bringing stray sheep back iuto \
he fold. '
In King's county (Brooklyn) 1 am happy to state

hat there is a very blight prospect of a perfect recoucilitionof the differences between the Bradley and Vaneibill committer's, and the restoration of harmony in
lie democratic party of the district. Both committees
rill unite in a call for the primury elections of the 30th
ast.. and. if my information ire correct, arrangements
ill he mudc for the pcrinuuent union of the party, on

L'l ins honorable and satisfactory to both sections.
The Now Year was ushered in amidst dense fogs and

iolent storms of wind and ruin. Instead of "good
leighing," which the young gentlemen "callers" so

onHdently and joyously ex|*;( ted, there was a torrent of
nin over head, and oceans of mud and puddle under frail.
Ivory species of carriage, from the liveried equipage of
lie fifth avenue to the humblest butcher's cart, was put
1 requisition from an early hour, ami those who were

[impelled by poverty or necessity to circulate on "tShanks'
me" rlid so under serious disadvantages, and sad detriaentto the s|Kitlcss elegance of patent-leather hoots and ^
hinitig cassimcre unmentionables. At one o'clock, p.
a., the rain ceased, but the mud continued. The result
r.is n diminution, by at least one-bull, of the numbei of
'callers" oil which tlio ladies counted. Everybody,
lowever, " received," from (he elegant lady of the mer.
hunt prince to the liiiinlile senilis! resa. Everyiiody "set
table," and everybody wislicri everybody a "Happy

.'eiv Year," and discoursed eloquently oil the weatber.
'lie mayor had a levee from 10 to 12 o'clock at the City
lull, which was numerously attended by our most, prom-
lent citizens. lie new enmity omecrs were sworn in

ml took possession of their dUJcrciit offices, nnd doubt- A,
\ss found thin the most agreeable "cull" they oould
inke The comptroller t ikes his sent, to-niorrow, and
nth lirnnclicK of the now comtnon council will meet anil
rgmiiKe on the same day. It is almost certain that AlennaiiMeSpedon will lie elected president of the board
f aldermen, vice John Clancy, elected county clerk.
George N. Sanders gave a handsome entertainment 011

Tlduy night in honor of Speaker Urr. Most of our liestnuvrnpoliticians and most prominent citirens, together
itli a nurnher of distinguished strangers, were present,
nd welcomed the birth ot the New Year in a most Joynsmanner. AD8UM.

AMERICA X LHGATJOX AT ROME.

We learn by a letter from Homo that on tho Mth of
oremls r Mr. Cass, who lias been for some years the
morienn Minister at that place, took leave of the Pope f
id presented Mr. Stockton as his successor. Upon this
ciision the l'o]ie expressed very kind persona! feelings

!.««_ <1 »>it rs.rnr.l lis 1

lit him the next <lav n masfniftevnt marble hunt of
iui self.

Skating Incicmcnt Forty lloston policemen visited
le lllsck Iwy t<> put a stop to skating in that locality on

ist Sunday. The ice was cleared in * moment, with a i

ogle exception. One tinterrified individual Intldly re- i

i»cd to yield, and set at naught all devices to secure |
iin. He skated like the wind, and favored the helpless ;

Itioials with an eccentric wiles of rare and brilliant evoitionsI .ike the Irtshman's flea, ot familiar memory,
> i.i l 1.1.,.,ik.

WHS llnl Willie yen IIII1IKI1I II' "I.I-. .

eated unsucceitfui attempt* to accomplish Ikeir purpwe,
line ivm formed, and "terrible as an army with Imn
oik," the "blue and gold" dignitaries marched down j
pun Ule delisnl skater. He was tra|iped ; thirty were |
Hire than a match for one ; but, just at the point of to 1
uring him, nftei executing; one of his most rapid and
eivilderlng exploit*, he dashed tlnoiigh the advancing
ne, mid was safe. Isold applause greeted the discomfit
re of the police."
TilK Wiihat. W'o an- informed that the growing wheat

> this seel inn of country is, at this time, looking goner
lly ye 1 y well iineommniily so. Thin is no "sign,
owever, of what it will Ire in "harvest time." \

[


